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1. Situation Update 

 

COVID-19 continued to cause major challenges to education access globally in the 2021-2022 

academic year. According to UNICEF, school closures have occurred across 188 countries 

worldwide, in an attempt to restrict the spread of the virus. With this second consecutive year 

of long-term school closures, the likelihood of children falling behind in learning - or dropping 

out of school completely - continues to rise. 

As the Migrant Learning Centres (MLCs) in Thailand remained closed for the entire school year, 

organisations like Help Without Frontiers (HWF) have had to explore and develop alternative 

ways for MLCs to continue providing education. Classes in communities, online teaching, and 

printed materials have all been utilised in response to the ongoing school closures. 

Many of the 4 million migrant people in Thailand are undocumented and are employed in 

inconcsistent work, earning the equivalent of 3 euros per day in seasonal agricultural work or in 

factories. The economic effects of COVID-19 have also caused many migrant workers to lose 

wages or jobs. While more than 90% of countries have adopted digital and/or broadcast remote 

education policies (UNICEF, 2020), the lack of necessary technological devices within migrant 

communities in Thailand has restricted the efficacy of online learning as a response for MLCs. 

The economic impacts of COVID-19, compounding existing struggles for migrant families in 

Thailand, have also increased the risk of children dropping out of education entirely in order to 

support their families - either by working with parents or by acting as caregivers for younger 

siblings. In addition, these effects have prevented migrant parents from being able to support 

their children’s MLC financially through school fees. 

For Thai schools, intermittent reopening has occurred throughout the academic year, keeping 

them one step ahead of MLCs. While the country’s Education For All (EFA) policy and related 

laws entitle all migrant children - regardless of their documentation status - access to free 

primary and secondary education, less than 40% of migrant children in Thailand are currently 

enrolled in Thai schools. Barriers remain - including lack of awareness, reluctance of Thai 

schools, and hidden financial costs - and for those migrant children who are unable or unwilling 

to enroll, the MLCs act as an important safety net for these children to access education. 
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2. HWF Education Programme 

The education programme at HWF supports migrant children from Myanmar to access an 

education pathway that is relevant for them – whether Burmese or Thai, formal or non-formal. 

The education team works to help migrant children to enroll and remain in education, and to 

strengthen the management and activities of the MLCs. 

 

Migrant Learning Centres 

In the 2021-2022 academic year, HWF has been directly and regularly supporting 11 MLCs 

located in Tak Province, as well as providing occasional support to a further 55 MLCs where 

possible, as part of separate education projects. The MLCs provide classes to migrant students 

in Burmese language, and also teach Thai. Although student numbers have fluctuated slightly 

throughout the year, 1,556 migrant children have received education through enrollment in 

one of these 11 MLCs in this school year. This fall from 1,600 in 2020-2021 is due to the MLCs’ 

limited capacity to provide education to high numbers of students as a result of the school 

closures. 

By supporting these MLCs, HWF helps to fill the gaps remaining in Thailand’s Education For All 

policy by providing access to education for vulnerable children on the fringes of society. 

 

Student Numbers Highest monthly total per MLC in 2021-2022 academic year 

School Boys Girls 

Parami 127 156 

New Day 128 112 

KM 42 75 75 

Ah Yone Oo 61 59 

P’Yan Daung 35 46 

Hope 89 87 

Rose Field 40 41 

Irrawaddy Flower Garden 62 55 

Sauch Kha Hong Sar 49 48 

Chicken 51 52 

New Society 56 52 

 770 780 

Total 1,556 

Gender balance 49.7% 50.3% 
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Non-Formal Education Pathways 

For many migrant children, a flexible education pathway is needed to cater to their needs. For 

those who have spent time out of school and who are above the standard age for their grade 

level, Non-Formal Education opportunities act as an accelerated course for the primary and 

middle school levels, in partnership with the Myanmar Department of Alternative Education 

(DAE). The Non-Formal Primary Education (NFPE) and Non-Formal Middle Education (NFME) 

programs are shorter, more intensive courses that help the children to catch up to their 

relevant level. 

In 2021-2022, six of the MLCs under HWF support provided NFPE classes, and 1 school provided 

NFME classes. 126 children benefited from these non-formal services. In addition, 66 students 

participated in the Thai Non-Formal pathway, known as Kor Sor Nor. MLCs will work towards 

increasing the number of students enrolled in this pathway in the coming year. 

 

By supporting the MLCs, Help Without Frontiers ensures that migrant students can benefit 

from: 

 

● educational continuity – older migrant children who accompany their families to 

Thailand would not be able to enter the Thai formal system at the equivalent grade level 

they were attending in Myanmar - older children enrolling in Thai formal schools would 

have to start again from Grade 1. Enrolling in an MLC ensures the child can continue 

their education from their previous level without being held back 

● learning in a native language 

● an opportunity to enter Thai education through Thai language learning and Thai Non-

Formal Education (NFE) 

● communication between parents and school staff, to learn about the educational 

landscape and what options are available 

● having a safe place to learn – MLCs are a safety net for some of the most vulnerable 

children in Thailand 

 

Enrolment into Thai schools 

The Reach Education for All Children in Thailand (REACT) project, supported by Save the 

Children International, is another key part of the Education programme at HWF. The project 

aims to fill gaps in Thailand’s Education For All policy, which states that all children in Thailand 

(regardless of ethnicity, nationality, or documentation status) have the right to free education 

at Thai schools. In reality, a lack of awareness, support, and financial help prevent migrant 

children from enrolling in these schools. 

The REACT project team conducts awareness-raising activities in migrant communities, to 

provide migrant families with the knowledge that they need about this available education 
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pathway. The workshops include information on enrolment processes and paperwork, and child 

rights. Through these community events, those families are able to follow the guidelines and fill 

the relevant paperwork for enrollment, if they deem that Thai school is the best option for their 

child. 

The project also provides direct support to help migrant children to stay in Thai schools, for 

example through transportation support, uniform support, and regular follow-ups. In the school 

year 2021-2022, HWF provided guidance and school materials to 379 migrant students 

attending 15 Thai schools; 194 of these students also received transportation support. 
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3. The Response to COVID-19 

 

Online Learning 

Following extensive efforts to prepare MLCs for reopening in June 2021, a new wave of COVID-

19 struck just before the reopening was to take place. Due to the severity of the new delta 

variant, home-based learning - the MLCs’ primary education response in 2020-2021 - was also 

not allowed by Thai authorities, in an attempt to reduce the spread of the virus. Along with the 

school closures, this greatly restricted the options available to MLCs to continue providing 

access to education to their students.Although the capacity for effective online learning in 

migrant communities is low due to a lack of access to digital devices, online learning was the 

best option for MLCs in the first half of 2021-22. Fortunately the MLCs had gained experience in 

delivering online classes during school closures in the previous academic year, and had learned 

some best practices to make the teaching style more effective in this case. HWF has also been 

able to acquire support from projects and donors to help support MLCs with this teaching style, 

including laptop computers and sim cards.  
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The growing familiarity of MLCs and their students in online learning has kept more children 

engaged, and schools have adapted their own particular styles that suit them and their 

students. Online teaching has become an important part of education access in migrant 

communities, but is also feeding into the strengthening of MLCs in general as they adapt their 

management and recording systems in alignment with the digital age. MLCs are able to use this 

experience and these devices to move away from hard copy files, to attend meetings online, 

and to improve their communication. 

 

Worksheets 

The other remaining option available in migrant education at the start of the 2021-2022 

academic year was the printing and distribution of worksheets and other printed learning 

materials. MLCs produced weekly worksheets based on their textbook activities, and delivered 

and collected these from students in their communities on a weekly basis. The students could 

read and complete activities as self-study, or with other students and friends in their 

communities. Although these worksheets were a last resort for education access due to the low 

quality of learning, the key aspect of this learning style was just to maintain contact with the 

students, ensuring that they still had a connection with their teachers while schools and home-

based learning were closed. 

In addition to these worksheets produced by the MLCs, HWF was able to produce other printed 

learning materials as well. As part of the REACT project, HWF produced Home-Learning Activity 

Books for young learners. Three versions of the book were produced: one for KG and Grade 1 

levels, one for Grades 2 and 3, and one for Grade 4 students. The decision to target younger 

children was made due to the fact that online learning is more difficult for young students. The 

books contained fun educational activities, such as numbers games and word puzzles, as well as 

information on physical exercises, nutrition, and COVID-19 prevention. This information was 

compiled by MLC teachers and education partner staff at a joint meeting on 28th October 2021. 

The books also had blank pages at the end for personal writing or drawing. Each book came 

with 5 colour pencils, a sharpener, eraser, and plastic wallet. These learning packs were 

produced not only for HWF MLC students but for children in all 66 MLCs in Tak Province; in all, 

5,031 migrant students received one of these home-learning packs in December 2021.  
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Another home-learning book was produced in April 2022, funded by UNICEF. The idea for this 

book was to include activities and information from subjects that have not been focused on in 

the last two years. During the COVID-19 crisis and school closures, due to limited teaching time 

per student, MLCs have focused on core subjects such as Myanmar, English, and Mathematics. 

This UNICEF-funded home-learning book includes topics such as geography and social studies. 

The plan is to print the books in May 2022, and distribute them ready for the next school year. 

 

School-Based and Home-Based Learning 

In December, as the COVID-19 situation had improved, some MLCs started a new education 

method, known as ‘school-based learning’. Teachers invited small groups of students to study 

on the school site, focusing on students who live close to the school, and the classes were kept 

small and socially-distanced. At the same time, as the situation was improving, MLCs also 

resumed home-based learning - teaching students in their home communities - as had been the 

main teaching method in the previous year. The teachers continued to wear face masks, use 

alcohol cleaning spray, and take other health precautions while teaching in schools and 

communities. Over the next 3 months, as home-based learning and school-based learning 

increased, the MLCs were able to reduce their reliance on worksheets and online teaching. 
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Efforts to Re-open MLCs 

Given that the health situation has improved in 2022, schools are once again planning to 

reopen for the coming academic year in 2022-2023. MLCs are scheduled to open in June 2022, 

while Thai schools will open first late in May. The MLCs have many things to prepare in order to 

be ready for this reopening, including: 

● a referral and reporting plan for children and teachers who exhibit COVID-19 symptoms 

● a local network of teachers and community members to oversee this plan 

● replenishing stocks of COVID-19 prevention equipment 

● at least two teaching schedules for 2022-2023 - one based on full school reopening, one 

based on partial reopening, to be ready for different potential situations 

● medicine sets ready to distribute to people who develop virus symptoms 

More information on the current situation and the reopening efforts can be found in Section 6 

of this report, ‘Future Outlook’. 
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School Examinations 

As a result of the military coup in Myanmar that began on 1st February 2021, the standard 

board exams that the MLCs usually use at Grade 4, 8 and 10 levels, and which are tied to the 

Myanmar Ministry of Education, have again been cancelled. Accreditation is now one of the 

biggest challenges for MLCs, and places a serious question over the future of the schools. MLCs 

can continue to use Myanmar textbooks, but while the country is in disarray under the coup 

and the Ministry of Education largely failing to function, no formal exams are being arranged 

from the Myanmar side. 

Nevertheless, it is important to assess the students’ learning and knowledge level, based on the 

classes they have joined. For the 2021-2022 year, the MLCs designed the exams by themselves, 

focusing on the core subjects that were taught this year. The exams were held at the end of 

March and in early April. Using the students’ results, the teachers collectively gave their 

approval for high grade students to move up to the next grade. In cases where the results were 

not at a sufficient level, teachers spoke to the students’ parents to determine whether or not 

the student should move up.  
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HWF Education Team, March 2022 
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4. Highlights of the School Year 

 

MLC Enrolment 

Despite the many challenges facing migrant education in this academic year, the 11 MLCs under 

HWF have continued to function and provide education to their students. While other MLCs in 

the province have not been able to continue in this situation - some losing funding and 

teachers, and stopping classes - the eight MLCs in Mae Sot and three in Phop Phra that HWF 

supports have worked hard to keep contact with their students, and provide them with 

education using the best available teaching method for each student. 

HWF has also this year been working to improve its student tracking. Whereas before the 

education team only collected monthly student statistics from each school, this year a more 

detailed system has been used, which tracks student attendance on a weekly basis, and also 

identifies which teaching method each student has received for that week. As well as keeping 

the education team informed of which teaching styles are being used by each MLC, this tracking 

also highlights the students who are consistently absent, giving the teachers an opportunity to 

follow up with those families and find ways to support them and get the children back into 

school. 
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Despite all the challenges, only 5% of students at HWF’s MLCs have dropped out of their school 

in the last year, and MLCs were able to follow up with 4% and find out the reasons why the 

students dropped out - for example the student’s family returned to Myanmar, or the student 

joined another school or a vocational training program. Only 4 students could not be followed 

up with and currently cannot be contacted by schools. While we would like to have no dropouts 

at all, given the very difficult environment that the MLCs have had to operate under, these 

figures are a testament to the hard work and dedication of the MLC teachers. 

 

HCTC Training 

The Hospitality and Catering Training Centre (HCTC) is a business and training school based in 

Mae Sot, and run by the IECD. In this academic year, HWF partnered with HCTC to provide 15 

MLC teachers with specialised training, to equip them with an enhanced skill set which can be 

used to help run a small income-generating project to help raise support for their school, and 

for their own personal growth and future employment opportunities. The training had two 

main aspects: practical training in basic bakery and cooking techniques, as well as nutrition and 

kitchen management; and business management. The 15 teachers from 7 different MLCs 

attended the bakery training first, for 8 weekends, in the kitchens at HCTC, where they learned 

key techniques and practised 12 recipes. Each participant also received a toolkit with basic 

kitchen equipment, kitchen uniforms, and a recipe book. Following this was the business 

training phase, which took place over a further 4 weekends, and taught the teachers the basics 

of setting up and running a small business, including budgeting and advertising. 
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Following the training phase, each MLC involved was tasked with creating a business plan 

featuring two products, using the skills and knowledge that they had gained from the training. 

The schools submitted their proposals for review, after which 5 MLCs were selected for further 

support - equipment, including a fridge and an oven; and mentoring support, provided twice by 

the same trainer who delivered the business workshop to the teachers. 

These MLCs have since been running small operations by producing and selling snacks, raising 

money for their schools. One MLC has an agreement with a local shop, which purchases 

products from the MLC regularly and sells them on at a mark-up, guaranteeing income for the 

MLC; other MLCs have produced cakes for weddings, meetings, and other events. 

 

 

 

Research Participation 

Throughout the year, the Education Team has supported the research projects of other 

individuals and organisations - in particular, two reports on education being led by 

TeacherFOCUS, one of HWF’s long-time partners. Following the collaborative 2019 “Bridges” 

report, HWF again partnered with TeacherFOCUS, the Migrant Education Coordination Center 

(MECC), and other education partners to begin work on “Bridges II” - a follow-up research 

project to examine migrant education in the COVID-19 context. This began with a preliminary 
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meeting in June 2021, at which the basics of research methodologies and techniques were 

shared in a workshop led by TeacherFOCUS; and another workshop in September 2021, where 

the research questions were designed by partners, and the responsibilities of conducting and 

analysing the research divided amongst partner members. HWF Education staff participated by 

conducting interviews with MLC teachers, students, and students’ parents from the 11th to 

18th October; and in November attended a workshop to review and analyse the interviewee 

responses. The design and finalisation of the report is still underway. 

In addition, the Education team also supported another research report focused on non-formal 

education pathways, using a similar process. This research report - which has been titled 

“Safety Nets” - was launched at an online seminar on 29th April, 2022. 

 

 

Inter-Sector Working Group Participation 

The combination of COVID-19 and the 2021 military coup in Myanmar has led local and 

international education actors to work more closely together. Throughout the year, members 

of the HWF education team were involved in regular meetings with other NGOs and CBOs as 

part of a coordinated effort to respond to these dual crises. Meetings of the Inter-Sector 

Working Group (ISWG) on Education took place regular online and involved organisations such 

as Save the Children, UNICEF, TeacherFOCUS, Right to Play, Play Onside, SVA, JRS, and others. 

Each meeting allowed for each organisation to provide an update on their work and share their 

response efforts, with the goals of avoiding overlap, sharing resources, and finding ways of 

collaboration. The group also worked together to develop materials and guidelines that could 

be useful for future influxes or crises, including Home-Based Learning Kit Guidance, Minimum 

Standards for Temporary Learning Spaces, and a Parents Guide on delivering educational games 

to children and youth. In addition, members of the group gave feedback on the Multi-Sector 

Rapid Needs Assessment Tool, which is also used by organisations in other sectors such as 

WASH and Protection. Education in Emergencies (EiE) training was also provided for partner 

staff in September. 
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New Thai Curriculum and Teacher Training 

In 2021, a new Thai curriculum was developed to be used in the MLCs. Thai is becoming an 

increasingly important aspect of migrant children’s education, especially with current events 

restricting the ability of migrant families to return to Myanmar. In previous years, Thai teachers 

at MLCs had each used their own style and methods of teaching Thai; developing the new 

curriculum to be used at all HWF MLCs standardised the teaching materials and tools, 

improving quality and monitoring across the board. After the curriculum was developed, 1,823 

student books and 180 teacher books were printed, and a two-day training workshop took 

place in October with 10 MLC Thai teachers to introduce this curriculum and activities, share 

teaching methods, and provide information on classroom management techniques. A refresher 

training is planned for July 2022. These 10 Thai teachers received part of their salary from Save 

the Children as part of the REACT project in 2021-2022. 
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Occupational Training and Non-Formal Education 

Under the SMART project funded through our Diakonia partnership, two vocational skills 

training workshops were delivered to MLC teachers and students in 2021. A juice and drinks 

training was conducted across 8 days, led by Hebron Youth Direction Foundation, who taught 

MLC teachers and students how to make shakes, smoothies and sodas. The second training 

focused on Burmese sweets and snacks. In total, 229 students and 104 teachers participated in 

these training workshops. Since then, MLCs have been practising themselves, developing their 

own recipe handbooks and even accepting orders from people in their communities - including 

food boxes for Myanmar refugees. 
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In addition to these training opportunities, the SMART project in 2021 also: oversaw the NFPE 

and NFME final exams, which saw an 86% and 87% pass rate respectively; supported 149 

students and 20 teachers with sim cards for online learning access; hired a private tutor to help 

NFME alumni to prepare for the Myanmar matriculation exam; supported training for 16 NFPE 

and 6 NFME teachers on data recording and teaching methods; provided PFA training to 111 

teachers and 48 students to help them to take care of their mental health; produced a video 

clip to promote the non-formal education pathway; provided 4 days IT training for 63 teachers; 

and provided a large amount of much-needed stationery and learning equipment to 8,899 

students and 571 teachers at 66 MLCs in Tak Province. 
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Vaccinations 

The education team has been a part of the effort to bring vaccinations to migrant communities 

in 2021-2022. Between September and December 2021, education team members helped to 

coordinate health responses with MLCs, using select schools as vaccination sites on 6 occasions. 

This first targeted teachers, including 92 of the teachers at HWF MLCs. Later in the year and 

into 2022, the vaccination process turned attention to older students. The hope is that, in 

addition to helping to keep these individuals and their families safe, the vaccinations will be a 

big step towards the reopening of schools in 2022. 

 

 

 

Child Friendly Spaces 

As part of a new project funded by Porticus, each of the 11 MLCs have been able to establish a 

‘child friendly space’ in one of their local communities. These spaces are able to tackle a 

number of problems at once. In times when MLCs are closed, the schools have another place 

where small groups of students can gather for classes. As home-based learning and school-
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based learning cannot cater to all students every day, the school has another place where other 

students can access learning rather than having nothing to do. As part of the project, an activity 

curriculum has been developed, which will be led by ‘community champions’ - community 

members who have been selected and trained to lead these activities, providing more creative 

learning opportunities for the children. At the same time, MLCs now have another safe space 

for children to visit in their communities, reducing their exposure to dangerous risks in their 

communities. 

 

Teachers Day 

In December 2021, HWF led an event for all teachers at all 11 MLCs. The event was held at 

Parami school, and featured fun games and group challenges. The event was designed as a fun 

end-of-year activity day, for teachers to spend time together, relieve their stress, and celebrate 

their achievements for 2021. As part of the event, teachers were also encouraged to openly 

share the main factors causing stress in their lives, and to give suggestions to HWF on how the 

organisation can help them with these challenges. At the end of the event, the HWF director 

and HWF board members also visited the school, sharing a message of encouragement with the 

teachers. Participants later noted that they felt happiness during the event, as the activities 

were designed to refresh and reduce the stress of the teachers. 
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5. Focus on MLCs supported by HOG-A 

 

P’Yan Daung School Background 

P’Yan Daung school was founded in 2005. In the beginning, the school provided only 

Kindergarten to Grade 4, but extended to Grade 6 the following year and Grade 8 by 2007. Help 

without Frontiers began supporting the school in 2008. 

The school - which is also known as Rocky Mountain 2 - has traditionally generated a little 

income for its own running costs through local agriculture and animal farming, though this has 

been more difficult during COVID-19; the school managed to raise a small amount by selling 

rice. Located close to the border with Myanmar, the school area has seen a rise in the presence 

of Thai military police; this affects the teachers’ ability to travel to teach in local communities, 

and limited the school early in the year to providing worksheets to most of the students. 

P’Yan Daung school has developed policies and working groups to improve its own 

management. These developments include a school policy for all activities, a policy relating to 

COVID-19 prevention and response, a COVID-19 committee of teachers and community 

members, and a school health committee. 
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2021-2022 Statistics 

 Male Female Total 

Teacher Number 2 4 6 

Student Number 35 46 81 

Grades Nursery to Grade 7 

Ethnic Groups Karen, Burmese 

Subjects Taught Myanmar, Thai, English, Science, Maths 

# of communities 5 

 

 

Highlights of the School Year 

In this school year, P’Yan Daung has 

focused on using worksheets to 

provide continued access to the 

students, due to the difficulties of 

children connecting with the 

internet in their communities. 

Located close to the border with 

Myanmar, network connectivity is 

weaker in the areas around the 

school. From early in 2022, the school began using home-based learning for all students - a 

more effective and personal teaching style that had been widely adopted in the previous 

academic year. By February 2022, all students were participating in Home-Based Learning. 
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In July, the school supported their local communities in response to flooding caused by heavy 

rains. The teachers and some students arranged the school’s boarding house (which is not 

currently in use) to relocate some of the flooding victims. HWF staff came to the school to 

distribute emergency food for students and 6 households in need. Later in July, students also 

participated with HWF’s Rays of Youth group to create anti-human trafficking posters. In 

November, school students also took part in painting and dancing activities as part of the Rays 

of Youth’s event for World Children’s Day. 

The school teachers have had opportunities to attend a number of training workshops during 

this academic year. These have included stress management training for teachers and child 

safeguarding training for students’ parents in June, led by HWF; child friendly space volunteer 

training; SRHR training led by the Committee for the Protection and Promotion of Child Rights 

(CPPCR); and general health training for the school’s health leader, provided by Mae Sot 

General Hospital. In October, the Thai teacher joined the new Thai curriculum training, and 

another teacher participated in the juice training under the SMART project. In November, 3 

teachers joined IT training led by TeacherFOCUS. The school headmaster also attended monthly 

headmaster meetings with the other MLC headmasters at the HWF office throughout the year. 
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As with all schools, P’Yan Daung has participated in the new Child Friendly Space project this 

year, which involved finding a safe place in a community close to the school that can be used 

for extra classes for school students. As well as being a secondary location to accommodate 

extra students while the school follows social distancing rules, the Child Friendly Space will be 

led by a community volunteer who will be trained to provide a different style of learning, 

including creative activities, fun games, and child rights information. 

 

The HWF team meet with the school headmaster as we try to locate a place to establish the Child Friendly Space 
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Next year, the school estimates having 99 students. The school also plans to have more regular 

Parent Teacher Association (PTA) meetings, to support school operations and organise trainings 

together. The school has cited school transportation fees as a main challenge for the coming 

year, and has also identified the need for more training for parents and guardians in the topic of 

child rights. 
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School Budget 2021-2022 

 Cost     

 THB EUR HoG A  
Regione Tretino-

Südtirol  
School 
Income  SCI  

Running cost 26,710 703 20,710  6,000  

Teacher salary 435,540 11,462 425,390   10,150 

Student & Teacher 

Uniform       

Stationery 17,804 469 17,804    

Total 480,054 12,634 463,904 0 6,000 10,150 
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6. Future Outlook 

In May 2022, the MLCs once again focused their efforts on preparing for reopening. Each school 

prepared their teaching schedules for the year, reviewed their COVID-19 policies, and listed all 

the COVID-19 prevention materials that they have and that they still require. With the number 

of COVID-19 cases falling in Thailand since March, and with Thai schools set to reopen at the 

end of May, the outlook for MLCs was also positive. This year, a 20-point checklist was issued 

by the Migrant Education Coordination Centre (MECC) that MLCs should follow in their 

preparations, and that they would be assessed on by members of Thailand’s public health 

sector prior to reopening. The HWF team first conducted pre-assessment visits and worked 

closely with the MLCs as always to help them prepare. In early June, all MLCs were visited and 

assessed, and all MLCs passed their assessment. As of June 10th, all 11 MLCs under HWF 

support have reopened. 

For the 2022-23 academic year, HWF will continue to work on improving the independent 

management of the MLCs. IT training and the provision of laptops will build the capacities of 

the MLCs to function online - especially relating to student tracking, reporting, and 

communication - and to provide supplementary online learning. MLCs will receive finance 

management training, and Thai teachers will receive refresher training for the standardised 

Thai curriculum. MLCs can also carry over their experiences from online classes into the 

classroom, helping to get students back to school and helping the MLCs to be prepared for any 

future closures. 

One of the major challenges for the near future is the issue of accreditation. With the Ministry 

of Education in Myanmar barely functioning due to the political crisis there - currently 50% of 

school-aged children in Myanmar are out of school - there are currently no board exams being 

held by the Myanmar MoE. Compounding this is the fact that the whole system was already in 

the middle of an upheaval, with every grade level being revised with a new curriculum. As the 

MLCs are tied to the Myanmar education system, the education that the MLCs students receive 

cannot currently be accredited. HWF MLCs are continuing to use Myanmar textbooks, and are 

keeping a record of student marks and progress for future recognition. HWF is also in early 

conversations with the education sector under the National Unity Government (NUG), the 

newly-formed opposition to the Myanmar military. 

Furthermore, the situation in Myanmar has altered migrant families’ perceptions of their 

future. Traditionally, the majority of migrant parents in Thailand had seen their future and the 

future of their children back in Myanmar, which was a major factor leading them to enroll in 

MLCs. However, the recent Safety Nets research conducted by HWF and TeacherFOCUS found 

that 77% of respondents stated that they saw their future in Thailand. HWF will need to look at 

alternative education pathways - such as the Thai non-formal system, and enrolment of 
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children into Thai schools - as well as potential alternative accreditation systems, in the coming 

year to respond to these needs. 

 

Final Word 

Thank you for your continued support in the 2021-2022 academic year. Thanks to the 

generosity of you, your organisation and the many donors who contribute, the MLC teachers 

have been able to continue supporting migrant children in this most challenging time. Without 

this support, a significant number of migrant children would have dropped out of school and 

out of touch, and would be facing risks to their safety and security in and around their 

communities. The MLCs not only provide education, but act as safe spaces and safety nets for 

vulnerable migrant children, and your support has ensured that these MLCs could continue to 

function. In a world of uncertainty, this support means the world to these teachers and 

students. 

 

 

 


